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HOW THIS WORKS

PRAYER

Start off by a;king God to

speak to you in a new way.

READ

Take some time to read through the provided
Biblical passage. If you're not sure what version

of the Bible to use, use NIV or NLT.

WORSHIP

Scan the QR code on page 14,
and check out the worship playlist!

THINKING IT THROUGH

During this part, you will read a short reflection
pertaining to the coming Sunday’s name of Jesus and
respond to reflection questions.

REFLECTION

Lastly, we'll end with a moment for reflection

SIOIIE)

FOLLOW ALONG ONLINE

Pay attention to our Facebook and Instagram for portions of this

devotional which you can share with others throughout the season.

PRAYER & ACTION

This Advent season, we invite you to jot down the names and needs that
the Lord brings to mind as you reflect. Note what the Lord is prompting
you to do to bring light and peace, provide comfort, be in community, and
point people to the Savior. Record the action you have taken in response
to God’s prompting and the ways You are seeing the good and perfect
gifts from above.




WORSHIP PLAYLIST

Scan this QR code to check out the worship playlist for this series. We
invite to spend some time every day this week worshipping through music,

as you spend a few days worshipping through the devotionals.

LIST OF QUESTIONS

As you've done your devotionals this week:

feel free to list any and all questions that you have here:

DEAR CHURCH,

We have entered into the season of the Christian calendar year known
as Advent.

What does that mean? Advent quite literally means arrival, but it is not

Jjust any arrival, but the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.

God’s people waited through 400 years of silence in Israel, where it
seemed God was far off and the arrival of the Messiah seemed like it
would never come. Good News! The Messiah did arrive as a baby born
to the virgin Mary. Throughout His life, He taught us how to live and
love. You know the rest of the story about the greatest news ever,
right? That He died and rose again that we might be free from the

power of Sin and Death and be transformed into a new creation.

So in this season of Advent, we celebrate His first arrival and look
forward with eagerness to his second. In the midst of this season, it
would be easy to assume that everything is cheerful and jolly, but that
may not be the case for some of you or your families. The reality is
that many of you may be struggling right now. Perhaps you are
struggling in a relationship, in the workplace, with your finances, with
depression, with anxiety, with an addiction, and/or with a habitual sin

that seems to continue to drag you down.

As we examine more closely the Magi who came to worship Him and
the gifts they brought, remember that Christ knows you, and He longs

to be all He has promised to be to you.

Keep the faith, seek the Truth, and receive the gift of His Presence
this Christmas.

Pastor Billy Logan
Pastor of Discipleship
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WEEK ONE -0

STRANGE MEN IN A STRANGE LAND
Matthew 2:1-18

PRAYER

As you start today’s devotional, ask God to speak to you in a new way.

THINKING IT THROUGH

In what distant or unexpected part of your own life are you being
called to seek and worship Jesus with the same determination the Magi
showed on their long journey?

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi east came to Jerusalem ?and asked, “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” -Mt. 2:1-2

It’s noteworthy that it was so important to Matthew to communicate
the story of these astrologer-counselors from the east (when no other
Gospel writer does).

They were non-Jews who felt that the Jewish Messiah was so important
that they traveled likely a thousand miles by camel to worship Him (the
current distance between Tehran and Jerusalem). The irony, of course,
is that the Messiah came to the Jewish people, many of whom would
refuse to worship Him.

Pause and read Psalm 72:10-11

All nations will serve him.

Like a concert organist, the psalmist pulls out all the stops and describes
kings of distant nations coming to acknowledge the authority of the
Israelite monarch. They come from the desert in the East (“desert
tribes”), from the distant reaches of the Mediterranean Sea (“Tarshish
and ... distant shores”), and from the Arabian peninsula (“Sheba and
Seba”). Ultimately, “all kings... and all nations” (Z2:1D will submit to his
authority.

We remember these foreigners from a distant land who came to
worship this newborn King, and the extravagant gifts they brought.
Perhaps that is what made them “wise”. The truth is, wise men really do
still seek Him!

They came to worship no matter the cost, do you?

How does the irony of outsiders traveling far to honor the Messiah—
while many who were close to Him rejected Him — challenge you
personally to examine where you might be resisting or overlooking His
presence in your daily life?

As Psalm 72 envisions all nations and kings bowing to the ultimate
King, how is Jesus inviting you right now to submit a specific area of
your life — perhaps one involving people or places far from your
comfort zone — to His authority?

HYMN OF REFLECTION

We three kings of Orient are; bearing O star of wonder, star of light,
gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain,  star with royal beauty bright,
moor and mountain, following yonder  westward leading, still proceeding,

star. guide us to thy perfect light.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%252072:11

WEEK TWO -1

FRANKINCENSE FOR GOD WITH US
Matthew 2:10-11

PRAYER

As you start today’s devotional, ask God to speak to you in a new way.

THINKING IT THROUGH

Running around at the last minute trying to find the perfect gift. Have
you ever been there? Maybe more times then you care to admit. It is
not that we don’t care about the person; it’s just that life happens, and
sometimes we plan to make time to do that thing. We often feel guilty if
we grab something last-minute because we didn’t put much thought
into it, or perhaps it is not something really meaningful to that person. A

little thought can go a long way.

The /\/\agi who came to worship Jesus had thought long and speciﬁcally
about the gifts they would bring to this child. We will spend this week
and the following two looking at those gifts.

In bringing their treasures to Jesus, they were treating this baby exactly
as one might treat a great king. However, they presented more than

their worth; they presented their worship.

Pause and read Matthew 2:10-11

Frankincense is an ointment or perfume; it suggests the fragrance of
the life of sinless perfection, and the worship that he rightly deserves as

God.

The gift of frankincense was their way of saying, “You are God
Himself...”

If Jesus is who he claims to be, then your conclusions about him, one
way or the other, speak more of who you are than anything else. You
can't change what is true. You can only change your orientation to the

truth. So, who do YOU say that Jesus is?

Does the gift of your life give evidence for who you declare Jesus to be?

How might the Magi’s deliberate choice of frankincense challenge you
to bring something more intentional — your time, attention, or
honesty — to Jesus in a rushed moment this week?

What specific doubt or distraction keeps you from falling at God’s feet
and saying “You are God” — and what would change if you did?

What do you find yourself offering Jesus — and what does that gift

reveal about who you truly say He is?

HYMN OF REFLECTION

Frankincense to offer have I; incense O star of wonder, star of light,

owns a Deity nigh; prayer and star with royal beauty bright,

praising, voices raising, worshiping ~ westward leading, still proceeding,

God on high. guide us to thy perfect light.



WEEK THREE -12n4

MYRRH FOR THE ONE BORN TO DIE
Matthew 2:10-11

PRAYER

As you start today’s devotional, ask God to speak to you in a new way.

THINKING IT THROUGH

Begin by reading Matthew 2:10-11.

“The gifts are intensifiers of desire for Christ himself in much the same
way that fasting is. When you give a gift to Christ like this, it's a way of
saying, “The joy that | pursue... is not the hope of getting rich with things
from you. I have not come to you for your things, but for yourself. And
this desire | now intensify and demonstrate by giving up things, in the
hope of enjoying you more, not things. By giving to you what you do not
need, and what | might enjoy, | am saying more earnestly and more

authentically, “You are my treasure, not these things.” - John Piper

Of the three gifts given, myrrh by far would be the strangest one to give
and receive for a newborn baby. As one writer put it, “Embalming liquid
never appears to top the lists of baby shower gifts in society today.”
Perhaps this is part of what Mary pondered in her heart.

Myrrh is a bitter herb; it presages the sufferings He would endure in
bearing the sins of the world on the cross and in His death. This gift of
the three points forward to that day. When hanging on the cross, Jesus
was again given, or offered, wine mixed with myrrh (Mark 15:23), and in
his burial, myrrh was used to perfume his body (John 19:39).

You can never separate the cross and Christmas — Myrrh is the

reminder.

Jesus was born to die for you. Will you live with Him as your greatest

treasure?

When you finally spot something that makes your heart leap with joy,
what “treasure” are you tempted to clutch for yourself instead of
opening your hands to say, “Jesus, You are the joy I'm really after”?

Myrrh smells like death; it’s the gift no one puts on a baby registry. In
the middle of your Christmas cheer, what bitter reality or future pain
are you avoiding, and how might offering it to Jesus right now turn it
into worship?

Name one thing — time, money, comfort, or reputation — you could
release this week; what would handing it over declare about who Christ
is to you?

HYMN OF REFLECTION

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume O star of wonder, star of light,

breathes a life of gathering gloom; star with royal beauty bright,
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, westward leading, still proceeding,

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. guide us to thy perfect light.



https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-myrrh-in-the-bible.html

WEEK FOUR -1

GOLD IS FOR A KING
Matthew 2:10-11

PRAYER

As you start today’s devotional, ask God to speak to you in a new way.

THINKING IT THROUGH

Gold is a symbol of deity and glory; it speaks of the shining perfection of
His divine Person and kingship. Gold was, in essence, the finest, most
precious gift that could possibly be given. Once we learn that they gave
gold, we can no longer doubt how highly the Magi regarded the Messiah.
(And, by extension, how highly His worshippers today should regard
Him.)

One commentator said,

“Precious metal that has been used for jewelry, ornaments, currency,
and idols throughout human history because of its color and shine.
Points to Jesus’ royalty — King of kings. Because of its scarcity and
immense value, gold was particularly associated with royalty and nobility,
as is seen in 1 Kings 10 when the Queen of Sheba visits King Solomon
bearing great quantities of gold as a gift. By bringing a gift of gold, the

wise men showed that they did indeed consider Jesus a king.”

“On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF
KINGS and LORD OF LORDS.” Revelation 19:6

Matthew Henry says: “In John we learn to put our faith in Christ as the
eternal Son of God, and the true Messiah and Savior of the world, that
we may be brought to receive him, and rely upon him, as our Prophet,
Priest, and King, and to give up ourselves to be ruled, and taught, and

saved by him.”

Have vou? Will you?

| compel you TODAY to give yourself fully to Christ, who is the King

over all creation.

How does the Magi’s gift of gold challenge me to elevate my daily view
of Jesus from a mere historical figure or personal savior to the radiant
King of kings whose divine perfection demands my ultimate allegiance
and worship?

In what ways have | treated gold — or any symbol of earthly value—as a
measure of worth in my life, and how might redirecting that same
reverence toward Christ's eternal royalty transform my priorities,
generosity, and obedience?

If gold represented the finest gift the Magi could offer to acknowledge
Jesus’ kingship, what "precious” aspects of my time, talents, or
treasures am | withholding from Him today, and how can | surrender
them to affirm His lordship as Prophet, Priest, and King in my life?

HYMN OF REFLECTION

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, O star of wonder, star of light,

gold | bring to crown him again, star with royal beauty bright,
King forever, ceasing never, over us  westward leading, still proceeding,

guide us to thy perfect light.

all to reign.


https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-kings/10.html

CHRISTMAS EVE -12124

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
lsaiah 9:6

PRAYER

As you start today’s devotional, ask God to speak to you in a new way.

THINKING IT THROUGH

In what distant or unexpected part of your own life are you being
called to seek and worship Jesus with the same determination the Magi
showed on their |ongjourney?

Pause and read Isaiah 9:6

“Long ago, there ruled in Persia a wise and good king. He loved his
people. He wanted to know how they lived. He wanted to know about
their hardships. Often he dressed in the clothes of a working man or a
beggar, and went to the homes of the poor. No one whom he visited
thought that he was their ruler. One time he visited a very poor man
who lived in a cellar. He ate the coarse food the poor man ate. He spoke
cheerful, kind words to him. Then he left. Later he visited the poor man
again and disclosed his identity by saying, "l am your king!" The king
thought the man would surely ask for some gift or favor, but he didn't.
Instead he said, "You left your palace and your glory to visit me in this
dark, dreary place. You ate the course food | ate. You brought gladness
to my heart! To others you have given your rich gifts. To me you have
given yourself!" The King of glory, the Lord Jesus Christ, gave himself to

|”

you and me. The Bible calls Him, "the unspeakable gift

My wife and | and our 4 children have a Christmas tradition that on
Dec. 23 we have a birthday party for Jesus each year. Yes, we have a
cake and candles and set up nativity figures on or around the cake (the
kids love this). Then we let them blow out the candles together and we
sing happy birthday to Jesus. You should try it! But the most meaningful
part is that as we enjoy the cake we go around the table and ask, “What
gift will you give to Jesus in the year ahead?” The answers sometimes

vary, but often are similar to the year before (even for the adults).

So | ask you, as we celebrate “the unspeakable gift”, “What gift will you

give to Jesus in the year ahead?”

How does the irony of outsiders traveling far to honor the Messiah—
while many who were close to Him rejected Him — challenge you
personally to examine where you might be resisting or overlooking His
presence in your daily life?

As Psalm 72 envisions all nations and kings bowing to the ultimate
King, how is Jesus inviting you right now to submit a specific area of
your life — perhaps one involving people or places far from your
comfort zone — to His authority?

HYMN OF REFLECTION

Glorious now behold him arise; King O star of wonder, star of light,
and God and sacrifice: Alleluia,
Alleluia, sounds through the earth

and skies. guide us to thy perfect light.

star with royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding,



